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STATEMENT OF HISTORIC CONTEXT 
GRAPEFRUIT'S LONE STAR HOME: 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF MISSION, TEXAS (1908-1951) 

INTRODUCTION 

As in border and frontier regions throughout the world, the ebb and flow of people of differing 
ethnic and culmral origins left permanent imprints of their culmres on existing populations and 
landscapes of the Lower Rio Grande Valley of Texas. The social, economic, and architecmral 
development of Mission, Texas, was molded by a continuous influx of immigrants from Mexico, the 
northern United States, and Europe, who, with Mexican Americans from nearby cenmry-old ranches 
created a thriving bi-culmral community out of brush land in the early years of the 20th Cenmry. The 
development of South Texas irrigation systems and the truck crop and citrus industries, possible 
because of them, also influenced the landscape and industrial layout of Mission. Today the city's built 
environment reflects a historic record of the efforts of Hispanics and Anglos from disparate origins to 
cultivate a garden in this arid but fertile landscape. 

PRE-EUROPEAN CULTURE AND SPANISH COLONIAL SETTLEMENT OF THE LOWER RIO GRANDE 
VALLEY 

Prior to any European incursion into present day Texas and Mexico, the area known as the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley was occupied by a group of Native Americans called Coahuiltecans. These 
people observed the same lifeways for thousands of years, using namral resources in the area for food, 
clothing, and shelter. Spanish conquest and colonization of the area begiiming in the mid-eighteenth 
cenmry brought European diseases to the Valley, fatally exposing most of the native population. 
Those groups that remained lived out their last generations dependent on the Spanish missions. 

Colonization that began in the 1700s relocated thousands of Spaniards and the now-dependent 
natives to missions and settlements along the Rio Grande. In 1747, Jose de Escadon y Elguera led one 
of the most successful colonizing venmres in the history of Mexico. Before 1755, he established 24 
villages and 15 missions in the area known as Seno Mexicano, that included the region of the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley (Chipman, 1992: 166-169). According to the new system of Spanish land 
distribution along the Rio Grande in this arid region, ranchers and farmers were given long strips of 
land called porciones. Since the land was so dry, the porciones spanned the river and extended inland 
on either side. Thus, land owners possessed property in both present day Texas and Mexico. Most 
porciones were an average of 15 miles long and half a mile wide. The porciones remained undivided 
in families for generations (Heller, 1994: 1-13). This became the accepted system of land allotment in 
the Lower Rio Grande Valley until the twentieth cenmry. Although almost all of the settlements were 


